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PPS RECORDS FOR 
 

215 DOYLE AVENUE 
(Known as 217 Doyle Avenue, 1896-1901) 

PLAT 8, LOT 413 
 

THOMAS A. O’GORMAN HOUSE 
Built 1896 

 
 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
“A handsome 2-1/2 story, clapboard-sheathed, asymmetrically massed Queen Anne/ 
Shingle Style dwelling with a 2-story, conical-roofed, cylindrical, tower-like front bay; a 
gabled side pavilion; and a flaring hip roof which sweeps down at the corner between 
the front bay and the side pavilion to cover a low entrance porch.” 
 --“Historic and Architectural Resources of the East Side, Providence,” by Robert 

O. Jones (1989), p. 65. 
  
The house stands on a 7,723 sq.ft. lot on the south side of Doyle Avenue, between 
Hope Street on the west and Morris Avenue on the east.  (The southern boundary of the 
block is an unnamed alley.)  The lot measures about 51 feet wide and between 149 and 
154 feet deep.  It is the 5th lot east of Hope Street.  
 
 
HISTORY: 
 
The land on which this house stands was part of the Dexter Donation Plat No. 4 (1886), 
in which house lots were owned by the City of Providence and leased, rather than sold, 
for residential construction.  (Residents were taxed on the homes they built, but when 
the lease ended, the house reverted back to city ownership.)  Unfortunately the records 
of the Dexter Donation Commission at Providence City Hall are not catalogued, and 
none of the leases for the Dexter Donation Plat No. 4 could be located. Those leases, if 
found someday, may clarify some of the contradictions found in other records, 
summarized below. 
 
The address 215 Doyle Avenue first appears in city directories as far back as 1888, as 
the residence of a carriagemaker named J. George McIntosh; directories list Mr. 
McIntosh as living at 215 Doyle Avenue from 1888-1897, when he relocated to 247 
Doyle.  During this time Mr. McIntosh twice filed intent-to-build papers with the City for 
new construction at 215 Doyle Avenue:  in 1889, to build a 1-1/2 story tool house; and in 
1892, to build a 1-1/2 story wood single-family house. Since the house presently 
standing at 215 Doyle Avenue is 2-1/2 stories tall (and clearly was constructed at that 
height originally), it cannot be the house for which Mr. McIntosh received a building 
permit in 1892.  Furthermore, the 1895 city atlas shows no buildings at all on the south 
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side of Doyle Avenue between Hope Street and Morris Avenue; and no confirmation 
was found that street addresses on Doyle were renumbered during this period.  
Therefore, while Mr. McIntosh may indeed have lived at this location in the 1880s or 
early 1890s, he did not build or reside in the house presently standing at 215 Doyle 
Avenue.  Any structures Mr. McIntosh built at this location were either razed or 
relocated to another site by 1895, and the present house was built after that date.1  
 
The present house is illustrated in the R.I. Historical Preservation Commission’s 
architectural survey of the East Side (published 1989), and identified as the Thomas A. 
O’Gorman House, built in 1893-1894; O’Gorman owned a dry goods store at 217 
Westminster Street downtown.2 (In the early 1920s the business was located at 377 
Westminster Street, where it was known as the Mary Elizabeth Shoppe.)  However, city 
directories do not list Thomas A. O’Gorman as a resident of Doyle Avenue until 1896.  
Both the 1896 city directory and that year’s tax records list Mr. O’Gorman’s home 
address as 217 Doyle Avenue, but the tax records further identify the property as Plat 8, 
Lot 413, which is the present plat and lot number of 215 Doyle. Since tax records 
definitively link Thomas A. O’Gorman to Plat 8, Lot 413 for the first time in 1896, that 
name and date are assigned to this house for the purposes of this report.  Mr. 
O’Gorman’s home address changed from 217 to 215 Doyle as of the 1902 city directory. 
 
The O’Gorman family lived in this house for about 30 years; they occasionally took in 
boarders, and in the 1910s and 1920s up to seven other O’Gormans (presumably adult  
children) lived here as well.  John, Thomas Jr., Joseph J., Louis J., and William S.  
O’Gorman all seem to have worked in the family business; Richard did not, nor did Mary 
K. O’Gorman. In 1925 O’Gorman Inc./Mary Elizabeth Shoppe disappeared from city 
directories (either it went out of business, or changed names); by 1927 several of the 
O’Gorman children had left town, and the rest of the family, including Thomas Sr., had 
moved to 408 Lloyd Avenue.  The house at 215 Doyle reverted back to the City and was 

 
1 No building permit issued to Thomas A. O’Gorman was found in intent-to-build records for the period 
1893-1900.  Curiously, in 1909 the Oxford Land Co. obtained a building permit for construction of a new 
wood 2-1/2 story, 2-family dwelling on the south side of Doyle Avenue 5 lots east of Hope Street.  This 
permit refers to the site of the O’Gorman house, in which that family was still living in 1909. Although the 
present house is indeed 2-1/2 stories tall, it is not a 2-family; furthermore, the 1908 city atlas shows a 
building footprint at 215 Doyle Avenue that is consistent with the present house, whose Queen 
Anne/Shingle Style would have been nearly out of vogue by 1909.  It’s possible that the City was 
negotiating to transfer the lease on 215 Doyle to the Oxford Land Company, which intended to take down 
the O’Gorman house and build a 2-family in its place. Another explanation could be that the 1909 permit 
is mistaken as to the location of the proposed new house: a 2-1/2 story, 2-family, early 20thcentury house 
stands next door at 219 Doyle Avenue, on the 6th lot east of Hope Street. (The other house next door, at 
211-213 Doyle on the 4th lot east of Hope Street, is also a 2-family but stylistically looks late 19th century.)  
Further research into the Dexter Donation Commission records might clarify the situation, but in any 
event, no 2-family house was built at 215 Doyle, and the O’Gormans remained resident there until 1927.  
 
2 217 Westminster is the Hannah Greene Estate Building (1879), which was built as an investment 
property and leased to a series of tenants.  Coincidentally, directly across the street at 220-226 
Westminster stands the O’Gorman Building (1925).  City directories indicate that Thomas A. O’Gorman’s 
dry good business was out of business, or no longer operating under his name, by 1925, so it appears 
that the O’Gorman Building is not related to this particular family.  
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subsequently rented to other tenants.  In 1956, the City sold this property (house and 
land) to Arthur J. Lessard, also known as Felix A. Lessard; members of the Lessard 
family owned it until 1971.  The house remains in private hands today.  
 
 
DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT3: 
 
Hilly and marshy, with few roads traversing through it, the area of Providence’s East 
Side north and east of College Hill was isolated from the developed center of town until 
well into the 19th century.  Sparsely settled, most of this land was farmed, with a few 
country estates scattered here and there.  
 
In the 18th century, the area where Doyle Avenue is situated today belonged to Mary 
Brown Howell (a cousin of Moses Brown) and her husband David Howell.  By 1798 (see 
Maps, below), the Howells’ two daughters had inherited their parents’ estate and divided 
it between them; the common boundary later became Doyle Avenue.  The northern 
section went to Mary Howell and her husband, a Mr. Shaw, eventually devising to their 
grandsons Frank W. and Knight D. Cheney of Manchester, Connecticut.  The southern 
section went to Waitstill Howell and her husband, Ebenezer Knight Dexter.   
 
Ebenezer Knight Dexter’s wife and daughter predeceased him, and so when he died in 
1824, his will bequeathed his substantial landholdings to the City of Providence for the 
benefit of the poor of Providence.  This bequest, collectively known as the Dexter 
Donation, included the Dexter Asylum Farm (now part of Brown University’s athletic 
fields) and the Dexter Parade Ground on the West Side (next to the Cranston Street 
Armory), and several additional large parcels.  As the 19th century progressed, the City 
of Providence gradually opened portions of the Dexter Donation on the East Side for 
development, with proceeds going into a fund for charitable purposes.  
 
The pace of housing development on the East Side increased in the latter half of the 
19th century with the introduction of public transportation and public utilities, which made 
these suburban areas more accessible and attractive to homeowners.  During this 
period, Doyle Avenue evolved in two distinct stages. The first section of the street was 
laid out in 1865 from North Main Street to Hope Street; this developed into a middle-
class and working-class neighborhood, with many two- and three-family houses built in 
the 1870s and 1880s.  The second section, laid out in 1886 from Hope Street east to 
Morris Avenue and later extended to Taber Avenue, contained some multi-family homes 
but also a number of large single-family homes for well-to-do businessmen and 
professionals. 
 
The south side of Doyle Avenue between Hope and Morris was subdivided into house 
lots as the Dexter Donation Plat No. 4 (1886); the City retained ownership of this land 
and leased the house lots to individuals who built homes upon them. These lots 
remained city-owned property until well into the 20th century.  

 
3 Summarized from “Historic and Architectural Resources of the East Side, Providence:  A Preliminary 
Report,” by Robert O. Jones, published by the R.I. Historical Preservation Commission (1989).  
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DESIGNATIONS   
 
The Thomas A. O’Gorman House at 215 Doyle Avenue is not listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, either individually or as part of a historic district; nor has it 
been included in a local historic district overlay zone designated by the City of 
Providence.  
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (All in Archives unless otherwise noted) 
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912:  
Plate VII.  The present site of 215 Doyle Avenue appears to be part of the “Jeremiah 
Brown Farm,” owned by the Daughters of David Howell:  45 acres of land situated 
between Horse Pasture or Green Lane (today’s Camp Street) and the Road to 
Providence/Olney Lane (today’s Morris Avenue).  Doyle Avenue did not exist at this 
time.   
 
1857:  “Map of Providence,” by H.F. Walling, Pages B4 and B5:  Shows Camp Street, 
the East Turnpike (Hope Street), and Olney Street (Morris Avenue); Doyle Avenue still 
does not exist, although its future right of way follows the southern boundary of property 
belonging to Frank W. Cheney and Knight D. Cheney.  Land in this area east of East 
Turnpike is shown as heavily wooded.  
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 1 (Wards 1-3), Plate 
F: Shows Doyle Avenue laid out between North Main Street and East Avenue (Hope 
Street).  The land east of East Avenue, where Doyle Avenue would later be extended, is 
unplatted and has no buildings standing on it.  The area north of the future Doyle 
Avenue right of way belongs to F.W. and D.K. Cheeney (note the alternate spelling), 
and the area to the south, to the City of Providence.  The City’s land is over 100,000 
sq.ft. 
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 3, shows no change 
from conditions of 1875:  Doyle Avenue has not yet been extended east of East (Hope) 
Street.  No owner names or lot sizes are indicated on this map.  
   
1886:  “Sheet No. 4 of the Dexter Donation in 11 Sheets:  Map of Doyle Avenue Lots 
from East Avenue to Olney Street,” drawn by the City Engineers Office on December 
29, 1886 and recorded February 23, 1887 (Plat Book 16, Page 58, copied on Plat Card 
573).  This map shows house lots on the south side of Doyle Avenue between East 
Avenue (now Hope Street) and Olney Street (Morris Avenue).  The 5th lot east of East 
Avenue is Lot #7, the present site of 215 Doyle Avenue; immediately east of Lot #7 is 
Lot #6.  The northwest corner of this lot is located 250 feet east of East Avenue; the lot 
itself measures 50 feet on Doyle (north), 153.49 feet on the west, 50.13 feet on the 
south (gangway), and 149.83 feet on the east.  (Registry of Deeds) 
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1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plate 5 (page 28), shows 
Doyle Avenue extended eastward from East Avenue (Hope Street) to Olney Street 
(Morris Avenue).  The south side of Doyle Avenue is subdivided into house lots, each 
with approximately 50 feet of frontage, extending southward about 150 feet to a narrow 
alleyway.  All lots fronting on the south side of Doyle Avenue are vacant, but several 
houses stand on the East Avenue side of the block, and the Ladd Observatory has been 
constructed on the north side of Doyle.  The future site of 215 Doyle Avenue is the 5th 
lot east of East Avenue on the south side of the street; the lot measures 7,583 sq.ft.  
Sewer lines have been installed on East Avenue and on the western end of this block of 
Doyle.  
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 8 shows Lot 413 on the south side of Doyle Avenue, 5 
lots east of Hope Street.  The lot measures 7,583 sq.ft.  No buildings or owner names 
are shown on this map.  
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co., Plate 6: shows a building 
at 215 Doyle Avenue (with a substantial footprint, consistent with the present house) 
standing on the western half of a double lot measuring 14,983 sq.ft.  The entire block is 
owned by the City of Providence.  Water and sewer lines have been installed along the 
length of Doyle Avenue in this block, and a streetcar line runs on Hope Street.  Most of 
the block is built out by this time. 
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 22:  shows the   
house at 215 Doyle standing on a 7,583 sq.ft. lot (its address is not indicated, but it 
stands between 211 and 219 Doyle and has the same footprint as on the 1908 atlas).  
The previous double lot has been subdivided, and a new house constructed next door 
at 219 Doyle on a 7,400 sq.ft. lot.  The entire block is built out, and all still owned by the 
City of Providence.  
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 22: shows the house 
at 215 Doyle standing on a 7,583 sq.ft. lot owned by the City of Providence.  Some 
adjacent houses have been sold off to private owners.  The map references the “Dexter 
Donation Sheet No. 4” on Card 573. 
 
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 22:  shows the 
house at 215 Doyle Avenue standing on a 7,583 sq.ft. lot, with a garage at the rear, still 
owned by the City of Providence. The map references the “Dexter Donation Sheet No. 
4” on Card 573. 
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deed Book 1050/Page 494:  On June 4, 1956, the City of Providence, under the 
direction of the Commissioners of the Dexter Donation, sold to Arthur J. Lessard Jr. for 
$2,542, a lot on the south side of Doyle Avenue with buildings and improvements 
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thereon, located 250 feet east of Hope Street and identified as Lot #7 and a small 
portion of Lot #6 of the Dexter Donation Plat No. 4, as recorded on Plat Card 573. 
The property is further identified as Lot #413 and a small portion of Lot #414 on 
Assessor’s Plat 8. 
 
Deed Book 1161/Page 1175 (June 2, 1971) transferred the property to Margaret Mary 
Rossi, indicating that it was the same property conveyed to Felix A. Lessard Jr. alias 
Arthur J. Lessard on June 1, 1956 (DB 1050/494).  The boundary description is identical 
to that in DB 1050/494. 
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
Permit #5679:  issued to John G. McIntosh on March 30, 1889 to build a new wood 1-
1/2 story tool house at 215 Doyle Avenue.  [If built, razed or moved by 1895; see 1895 
atlas.] 
 
Permit #8161:  issued to John McIntosh on March 31, 1892 to build a new wood 1-1/2 
story one-tenement dwelling at 215 Doyle Avenue.  [If built, razed or moved by 1895; 
see 1895 atlas.]  
 
Permit #19364:  issued to Oxford Land Co. on April 13, 1909 to build a new 2-1/2 story, 
two-tenement dwelling on the south side of Doyle Avenue, 5th lot east of Hope Street, at 
an estimated cost of $6,500.  [Never built at this location.] 
 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
Tax records are available from 1827 to the present.  Prior to 1854, tax records were 
published in a book listing the property owner alphabetically by name, the total 
assessment for any real and personal property (without specifying where real estate 
was located), and the total tax due.  Beginning in 1854, the city kept ledgers (organized 
by property owner name) indicating the plat and lot number of any real estate and the 
assessed value and taxes therefor. 
 
Note:  since the Dexter Donation lands were owned by the City of Providence, they 
were not taxable.  However, buildings constructed on those lands under a lease 
agreement with the City were taxed to the building owner. 
 
1895:  Neither T.A. O’Gorman nor J.G. McIntosh was assessed for real estate located in 
Plat 8, Lot 413. 
  
1896:  T.A. O’Gorman is listed as the owner of real estate located at 217 Doyle Avenue 
(Plat 8, Lot 413) and valued at $6,500.  (The records do not distinguish between land 
and buildings.)   
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Directories (Archives) 
 
Providence City Directories contain a street directory, noting all existing streets, and a 
residents’ directory organized alphabetically by last name; these also included a house 
directory, listing residential buildings by street address, from 1892-1894. 
 
1888-1896:  J. George McIntosh, carriagemaker, business address 78 Olney Street, 
home address 215 Doyle Avenue.  [1897:  J. George McIntosh, home address 247 
Doyle Avenue.] 
 
1893:  Thomas A. O’Gorman is not listed as a resident of Providence. 
 
1894-1895:  Thomas A. O’Gorman, business address O’Gorman & Co. Dry goods at 
217 Westminster Street, home address (boarder) at 264 Prairie Avenue in 1894 and 
717 Eddy Street in 1895. 
 
1896-1901:  Thomas A. O’Gorman, home address 217 Doyle Avenue. 
 
1902-1926:  Thomas A. O’Gorman, home address 215 Doyle Avenue.  In later years 
the company name changed to O’Gorman’s Inc., and his profession is given as 
“president.”  In 1924, also living at 215 Doyle were Thomas A. O’Gorman Jr. (treasurer), 
Joseph J. O’Gorman (assistant manager), Louis J. O’Gorman (secretary), Mary K. 
O’Gorman (no profession), Richard O’Gorman (no profession), and William S. 
O’Gorman (manager).  Thomas, Thomas Jr., Joseph and Mary also lived there in 1925-
1926; Richard, Louis, and William apparently left town. 
 
In the 1924 directory, O’Gorman’s Inc. (Mary Elizabeth Shoppe) sold cloaks and suits at 
377 Westminster Street.  In the 1925 and 1926 directories, no businesses under those 
names are listed under either “cloaks and suits” or “dry goods.”   A business selling 
cloaks and suits called “Mourin’s Marvel Corner” is listed at 377 Westminster Street.  
 
1927:  Thomas A. O’Gorman, home address 408 Lloyd Avenue.  Thomas Jr., Joseph, 
and Mary also relocated to 408 Lloyd Avenue. 
 
Providence House Directories were published separately from the city directory, 1895-
1937 (published biannually from 1901).  These directories list all residential buildings by 
street address, identifying residents’ names and occupations.  The house directory also 
contains a directory of street names.  This directory is sometimes a year behind the city 
directory. 
 
1895-1896:  215 Doyle Avenue was the residence of J. Geo. McIntosh, carriagemaker. 
 
1897-1905/1906:  the address 215 Doyle is not listed.  217 Doyle Avenue was the 
residence of T.A. O’Gorman, dry goods.  During this period, boarders also occasionally 
lived at 217 Doyle: James McGovern in 1897-1898; Helen McGovern in 1905. 
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1907/1908:  the address 215 Doyle is not listed.  217 Doyle Avenue is listed as vacant. 
 
1909/1910-1925/1926:  215 Doyle was the residence of T.A. O’Gorman, dry goods; also 
of occasional boarders John F. O’Gorman, clerk, and Thomas A. O’Gorman, Jr., 
superintendent.  The address 217 Doyle is not listed.  
  
1927/1928:  215 Doyle was the residence of DeOrmand McLaughry and Avery E. Lord. 
      
 
Assessor’s Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
PLAT 8, LOT 413:  DOYLE AVENUE 
 
City of Providence owned the property as of December 1, 1897. 
Arthur J. Lessard owned the property as of December 1956. 
Georgianna C. Lessard owned the property as of December 1957. 
Margaret M. Rossi owned the property as of June 14, 1971.  (References Deed Book 

1161/Page 1175.) 
David A. Hardy and wife Ludmilla S. Hardy owned the property as of June 6, 1972. 
 (Ref DB 1167/823.) 
Angela H. Fichter owned the property as of May 2, 1974.  (Ref DB 1180/637.) 
Ruth G. MacNeil owned the property as of December 14, 1977.  (Ref DB 1202/945.) 
 
 
 
 
Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh 
February 2004 
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